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Of ragas and music knowledg

Q Vocalists Ranjani & Gayathri interact with rasikas

NT Bureau
Chennai, Oct 2:

‘A raga becomes popular after
songs are composed using it," said
Ra Ga Sisters - Ranjani-Gayathri
in response to a question from a
rasika at Anwesha - Quest for the
‘Best, which provides a platform for
rasikas to interact with the winner of
the Indira Sivasailam Medal.

Expressing their happiness to be
chosen to receive the award, the duo
said, ‘We are honoured and glad to
receive the award for this year. This
award was given away only to the
great musicians in the past. We take
pride in receiving the same.’

Responding to a question from.a
rasika, Gayathri said, ‘Vocalists have
to learn voice culture as it helps (one)
handle the stress laid on one's voice.
An individual has to give space and
time to explore his/her strengths and
limitations. Accordingly, they have to
devise different approaches.’

To another question on music
lineage, Ranjani-Gayathri said, ‘A
person with music lineage will have
an early exposure and framework
that they can-rely on. On the other
hand, a person without lineage has
to find a guru and his/her path. One

R S Jayalakshmi, faculty at the Advanced School of Carnatic Music,
The Music Academy, interacting with vocalists Ranfani & Gayathri in
Chennai on Saturday.

has the freedom to explore as he/she
has no shadow of anyone. The most
important thing is that no one can
come to this field without any music
knowledge'. *

On the transition from playing the
violin, they said, ‘Violin is closer to a
human voice. Playing violin is virtu-
ally like singing. Guru TS Natayana

‘Swamy pushed us to take up singing'.

The vocalists; who believe Carnatic
music is the highest form of art, said,

‘A vocalist's performance is sophis-

ticated as it has many layers and
connects emotionally with audiences.
Whereas instruments are graphical

- representation of vocal. In this field,

both should learn vocal as well as
an instrument to know the art form.’

‘A name of raga is just nomenclature.
It's sufficient to know to appreciate
melody. The organic way of learning
music is-identifying compositions’,
they signed off.

Ranjani and Gayatri answered the
top 30 questions with some inputs

News Today - 2nd October 2016

‘Awvocalist’s
performance is
sophisticated as
has many layers a
connects emotiona
with audiences
Whereas instrume

~ are graphical
representa{ion of v

from Dr R S Jayalakshmi, fac
the Advanced School of Ci
Music, The Music Academy.

Sunitha Subramaniyan from
dia Sivasailam Foundation wel
the gathering.

Each participant was given ai
CD autographed by Ranjani-t
after their question was delit
by the panel. A total of 30 parti
were selected to participate
question-answer session follc
contest run by the Foundatior
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The Indira Sivasailam Foundation orgamsed ‘Anwesha Quest for the
best,’ for Carnatic music lovers on October 1 in the lead-up to the annual
Indira.Sivasailam Endowment Concert. It provided a platform for rasikas to
interact with the winner of this year's Indira Sivasailam Endowment

Medal, the Ra Ga sisters, Ranjani-Gayathri, through an interactive ques-
tions and answers session on parnatic music.

Deccan Chronicle - 3rd October 2016
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